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Zmeény proti predchozi normé

Text normy byl uveden do souladu s ustanovenimi norem EN I1SO souboru 9000 z roku 2000, zejména v
otazce pouzivanych termin( a jejich definic (napr. auditor, opatreni k napravé, dokument, neshoda,
preventivni opatreni, postup, zdznam) a také byla vyjasnéna néktera ustanoveni predchozi normy z
hlediska jednoznacnosti jejich vykladu (napf. 4.1 - povinnost vytvorfit a dokumentovat rozsah systému
environmentalniho managementu, 4.3.1 - upfesnéni ustanoveni o environmentalnich aspektech, 4.3.2
Pozadavky pravnich pfedpist a jiné pozadavky, 4.4.5 Rizeni dokument(l, 4.4.7 Havarijni pfipravenost a
reakce, 4.6 Prezkoumani vedenim). Rozsahlejsi redak¢ni Upravy byly provedeny v informativni pfiloze
A

V této normé byla oproti pivodni normé doplnéna néktera ustanoveni nebo plvodni ustanoveni byla zcela
prepracovana v souladu s ustanovenimi norem EN ISO souboru 9000 z roku 2000 (napfr. 4.5.2
Hodnoceni souladu, 4.5.3 - Neshoda, opatreni k napravé a preventivni opatreni).

Souvisici CSN

CSN EN SO 9000:2001 (01 0300) Systémy managementu jakosti - Zaklady, zasady a slovnik

CSN EN 1SO 9001:2001 (01 0321) Systémy managementu jakosti - Pozadavky

CSN EN 1SO 9004:2001 (01 0324) Systémy managementu jakosti - Smérnice pro zlepSovani vykonnosti
CSN ISO 14004:2005 (01 0904) Systémy environmentalniho managementu - Vieobecna smérnice k
zasadam,

systémim a podplrnym metodam

CSN ISO 14015:2003 (01 0915) Environmentalni management - Environmentalni posuzovani mist a
organizaci

CSN EN 1SO 14020:2002 (01 0920) Environmentalni zna¢ky a prohlaseni - Obecné zdsady

CSN 1SO 14021:2000 (01 0921) EnvironmentaIni znacky a prohlaseni - Vlastni environmentalini tvrzeni
(typ Il environmentalniho znaceni)

CSN ISO 14024:2000 (01 0924) Environmentalni zna¢ky a prohlaseni - Environmentalni znaceni typu | -
Zasady a postupy

CSN EN 1SO 14031:2000 (01 0931) Environmentaini management - Hodnoceni environmentaliniho profilu -
Smérnice

CSN EN 1SO 14040:1998 (01 0940) Environmentalni management - Posuzovani Zivotniho cyklu - Zasady
a osnova

CSN EN 1SO 14041:1999 (01 0941) Environmentalni management - Posuzovani Zivotniho cyklu - Stanoveni
cile a rozsahu a inventariza¢ni analyza

CSN EN ISO 14042:2001 (01 0942) Environmentalni management - Posuzovani zivotniho cyklu - Hodnoceni
dopadd

CSN EN 1SO 14043:2001 (01 0943) Environmentalni management - Posuzovani Zivotniho cyklu - Interpretace
Zivotniho cyklu



CSN ISO/TR 14047:2004 (01 0947) Environmentalni management - Posuzovani Zivotniho cyklu - Pfiklady
aplikace ISO 14042

CSN 01 0948:2003 (01 0948) Environmentalni management - Posuzovani Zivotniho cyklu -
Format dokumentace Gdajl

CSN ISO/TR 14049:2001 (01 0949) EnvironmentaIni management - Posuzovani Zivotniho cyklu -
Priklady aplikace ISO 14041 pro stanoveni cile a rozsahu inventarizaCni analyzy

CSN 1SO 14050:2004 (01 0950) Environmentaini management - Slovnik

CSN EN 1SO 19011:2003 (01 0330) Smérnice pro auditovani systému managementu jakosti a/nebo
systému environmentalniho managementu

CSN 01 0962:2003 (01 0962) Environment&lni management - Integrace environmentalnich aspektd do
navrhu a vyvoje produktu

Upozornéni na narodni poznamky

Do normy byly k ¢lanklim 4.2, 4.6, A.3.1 a A.5.5 dopInény informativni narodni poznamky.
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Upozornéni na narodni prilohu

Do této normy byla dopinéna narodni priloha NA (informativni), ktera obsahuje srovnani struktury
mezi 1ISO 14001:1996 a ISO 14001:2004 (tabulka 1) a srovnani struktury mezi ISO 14001:2004 a ISO
14001:1996 (tabulka 2).

Vypracovani normy
Zpracovatel: DHV CR, spol. s r.o., IC 45797170, RNDr. Zdené&k Suchének
Technicka normalizacni komise: TNK 106 Management Zivotniho prostredi

Pracovnik Ceského normaliza¢niho institutu: Ing. Oldfich Cermék
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ICS 13.020.10 Nahrazuje EN I1SO 14001:1996

Systémy environmentalniho managementu -
Pozadavky s navodem pro pouziti

(1ISO 14001:2004)

Environmental management systems -
Requirements with guidance for use

(1ISO 14001:2004)

Systemes de management environnemental - Umweltmanagementsysteme - Forderungen
Exigences et lignes directrices pour son mit Anleitung zur Anwendung

utilisation (1SO 14001:2004)

(1ISO 14001:2004)

Tato evropska norma byla schvalena CEN 2004-11-13.

Clenové CEN jsou povinni splnit Vnitini pfedpisy CEN/CENELEC, v nichZ jsou stanoveny podminky, za
kterych se musi této evropské norme bez jakychkoli modifikaci dat status narodni normy.
Aktualizované seznamy a bibliografické citace tykajici se téchto narodnich norem Ize obdrzet na
vyzadani v Ridicim centru nebo u kteréhokoli ¢lena CEN.

Tato evropska norma existuje ve tfech oficialnich verzich (anglické, francouzské, némecké). Verze v
kazdém jiném jazyce prelozena clenem CEN do jeho vlastniho jazyka, za kterou zodpovida a kterou
notifikuje Ridicimu centru, ma stejny status jako oficidIni verze.

Cleny CEN jsou narodni normaliza&ni organy Belgie, Ceské republiky, Danska, Estonska, Finska, Francie,
Irska, Islandu, Italie, Kypru, Litvy, LotySska, Lucemburska, Madarska, Malty, Némecka, Nizozemska,
Norska, Polska, Portugalska, Rakouska, Recka, Slovenska, Slovinska, Spojeného kralovstvi, © panélska,
©védska a ©vycarska.

CEN

Evropsky vybor pro normalizaci

European Committee for Standardization

Comité Européen de Normalisation

Europaisches Komitee fur Normung

Ridici centrum: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brusel

© 2004 CEN  VeSkera prava pro vyuziti v jakékoli formé a jakymikoli prostredky
Ref. ¢. EN 14001:2004 E

jsou celosvétové vyhrazena narodnim ¢lendim CEN.
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Predmluva

Tento dokument (EN I1SO 14001:2004) byl
vypracovan v technické komisi ISO/TC 207
»Management Zivotniho prostredi“ ve spolupraci
s Clenskymi staty CEN.

Této evropské normé je nutno nejpozdéji do
kvétna 2005 dat status narodni normy a to bud’
vydanim identického textu, nebo schvalenim k
prfimému pouzivani a narodni normy, které jsou
s ni v rozporu je nutno zrusit nejpozdéji do
kvétna 2005.

Tento dokument nahrazuje EN ISO
14001:1996.

V souladu s Vnitfnimi predpisy CEN/CENELEC
jsou tuto evropskou normu povinny zavést
narodni normalizacni organizace
nasledujicich zemi: Belgie, Ceské republiky,
Dénska, Estonska, Finska, Francie, Irska,
Islandu, Itdlie, Kypru, Litvy, LotySska,
Lucemburska, Madarska, Malty, Némecka,
Nizozemska, Norska, Polska, Portugalska,
Rakouska, Recka, Slovenska, Slovinska,
Spojeného kralovstvi, ©panélska, ©védska a
©vycarska.

Oznameni o schvaleni

Text mezinarodni normy ISO 14001:2004 byl
schvélen CEN jako EN I1SO 14001:2004 bez
jakychkoli modifikaci.

ISO (Mezindrodni organizace pro normalizaci) je
celosvétovou federaci narodnich
normaliza¢nich organ( (¢lenskych organizaci
ISO). Mezinarodni normy obvykle pfipravuji
technické komise 1SO. Kazdy ¢len I1SO, ktery
se zajima o predmét, pro ktery byla vytvorena
technicka komise, ma pravo byt v této
technické komisi zastoupen. Prace se
zUcastnuji také vladni i nevladni mezinarodni
organizace, s nimiz ISO navazala pracovni
styk. ISO Uzce spolupracuje s Mezinarodni
elektrotechnickou komisi (IEC) ve vSech
zalezitostech normalizace v elektrotechnice.

Mezinarodni normy se navrhuji podle
pravidel uvedenych v ¢asti 2 smérnic
ISO/IEC.

Foreword

This document (EN 1SO 14001:2004) has been
prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 207,
"Environmental management” in
collaboration with CMC.

This European Standard shall be given the
status of a national standard, either by
publication of an identical text or by
endorsement, at the latest by May 2005, and
conflicting national standards shall be
withdrawn at the latest by May 2005.

This document supersedes EN ISO
14001:1996.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal
Regulations, the national standards
organizations of the following countries are
bound to implement this European Standard:
Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of ISO 14001:2004 has been
approved by CEN as EN ISO 14001:2004
without any modifications.

ISO (the International Organization for
Standardization) is a worldwide federation of
national standards bodies (ISO member bodies).
The work of preparing International Standards is
normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a
subject for which a technical committee has
been established has the right to be
represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with I1SO, also take
part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with
the International Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical
standardization.

International Standards are drafted in
accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC
Directives, Part 2.



Hlavnim Ukolem technickych komisi je
pfipravovat mezinarodni normy. Navrhy
mezinarodnich norem pfijaté technickymi
komisemi se rozesilaji ¢lenskym organiim k
hlasovani. Zverejnéni mezinarodni normy
vyzaduje schvaleni alespon 75 % hlasujicich
¢lend.

Upozornuje se na moznost, ze nékteré Casti
tohoto dokumentu mohou byt predmétem
patentovych prav. ISO neni odpovédna za
identifikovani jakychkoli nebo vSech
patentovych prav.

ISO 14001 byla vypracovana technickou
komisi ISO/TC 207 Environmentalni
management, subkomisi SC 1 Systémy
environmentalniho managementu.

Toto druhé vydani rusi a nahrazuje prvni
vydani (ISO 14001:1996), které bylo technicky
revidovano.
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The main task of technical committees is to
prepare International Standards. Draft
International Standards adopted by the
technical committees are circulated to the
member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at
least 75 % of the member bodies casting a
vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that
some of the elements of this document may
be the subject of patent rights. ISO shall not
be held responsible for identifying any or all
such patent rights.

ISO 14001 was prepared by Technical
Committee ISO/TC 207, Environmental
management, Subcommittee SC 1,
Environmental management systems.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first
edition (ISO 14001:1996), which has been
technically revised.

Uvod

Organizace vsech druhd projevuji rostouci
zajem o dosaZzeni a prokazani svého dobrého
environmentalniho profilu fizenim dopad
svych ¢innosti, vyrobk{ a sluzeb na Zivotni
prostredi v souladu se svou environmentalni
politikou a cili. To vSe se déje v kontextu
zprisnovani environmentalnich zakond, rozvoje
hospodarskeé politiky a jinych opatreni,
podporuijicich ochranu zivotniho prostredi, a v
kontextu vzrlstajiciho zajmu o
environmentalni problematiku a udrzitelny
rozvoj vyjadreného zainteresovanymi
stranami.

Mnohé organizace provedly environmentalni
~prezkoumani“ nebo ,,audity”, aby mohly
vyhodnotit svdj environmentalni profil. Tato
prezkoumani a audity vSak samy o sobé
nemusi stacit na to, aby organizaci ujistily, Ze jeji
vykonnost nejen splnuje, ale i v budoucnu
bude spliovat pozadavky pravnich predpis(
na ni kladené a pozadavky vyplyvajici z jeji
vyhlasené politiky. Aby byly audity Ucinné, je
tfeba je provadét v ramci strukturalizovaného
systému managementu, ktery je integrovan v
ramci organizace.

Introduction

Organizations of all kinds are increasingly
concerned with achieving and demonstrating
sound environmental performance by controlling
the impacts of their activities, products and
services on the environment, consistent with
their environmental policy and objectives.
They do so in the context of increasingly stringent
legislation, the development of economic policies
and other measures that foster environmental
protection, and increased concern expressed
by interested parties about environmental
matters and sustainable development.

Many organizations have undertaken
environmental "reviews" or "audits” to
assess their environmental performance. On
their own, however, these "reviews” and
"audits” may not be sufficient to provide an
organization with the assurance that its
performance not only meets, but will continue
to meet, its legal and policy requirements. To
be effective, they need to be conducted
within a structured management system that
is integrated within the organization.



Mezinarodni normy pro oblast
environmentalniho managementu maji
organizacim poskytnout prvky Gcinného
systému environmentalniho managementu
(EMS), které je mozno integrovat s ostatnimi
potfebami managementu, a tak pomahat
organizacim dosahnout environmentalnich a
ekonomickych cild. Tyto normy, stejné jako jiné
mezinarodni normy, nemaiji byt pouzity k
vytvareni mimocelnich bariér v obchodu anik
rozsirovani ¢i zméné pravnich zavazkl
organizace.

Tato mezinarodni norma specifikuje
pozadavky na systém environmentalniho
managementu, které maji organizaci umoznit
pripravu a zavedeni politiky a cild, které berou
v Uvahu pozadavky pravnich predpist a
informace o vyznamnych environmentalnich
aspektech. Je zamyslena tak, aby mohla byt
uplatnéna v organizacich vsech typl a
velikosti a aby zohlednila rlizné geografické,
kulturni a socialni podminky. Podstata tohoto
pfistupu je zndzorn&na na obrazku 1. Uspéch
systému zavisi na zavazku a zapojeni vsech
drovni a funkci v organizaci, zejména
vrcholového vedeni. Takovy systém umoznuje
organizaci pfipravit environmentalni politiku,
navrhnout cile a procesy pro dosazeni zavazkU
obsazenych v politice, pfijmout opatreni
nezbytna pro zlepseni svého environmentalniho
profilu a prokazat shodu systému s
pozadavky této mezinarodni normy. Hlavnim
cilem této mezinarodni normy je podporovat
ochranu Zivotniho prostredi a prevenci
znecisténi v rovnovaze se socialnimi a
ekonomickymi potrebami. Je tfeba si
uvédomit, Ze mnohé z téchto pozadavkl je
mozné resit soucasne a Ze tato feSeni mohou
byt kdykoli upravena.

Druhé vydani této mezinarodni normy je
zaméreno na upresnéni prvniho vydani a
patficné zohlednuje ustanoveni ISO 9001 s
cilem zvySeni kompatibility téchto dvou norem
ku prospéchu uzivatelské verejnosti.

Pro snadné pouZiti jsou shodné ocislovany

clanky v kapitole 4 vlastniho textu této
mezinarodni normy
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International Standards covering environmental
management are intended to provide
organizations with the elements of an effective
environmental management system (EMS) that
can be integrated with other management
requirements and help organizations achieve
environmental and economic goals. These
standards, like other International Standards,
are not intended to be used to create non-tariff
trade barriers or to increase or change an
organization's legal obligations.

This International Standard specifies
requirements for an environmental
management system to enable an
organization to develop and implement a
policy and objectives which take into account
legal requirements and information about
significant environmental aspects. It is intended
to apply to all types and sizes of organization
and to accommodate diverse geographical,
cultural and social conditions. The basis of the
approach is shown in Figure 1. The success of
the system depends on commitment from all
levels and functions of the organization, and
especially from top management. A system of
this kind enables an organization to develop an
environmental policy, establish objectives
and processes to achieve the policy
commitments, take action as needed to
improve its performance and demonstrate
the conformity of the system to the
requirements of this International Standard. The
overall aim of this International Standard is
to support environmental protection and
prevention of pollution in balance with socio-
economic needs. It should be noted that many
of the requirements can be addressed
concurrently or revisited at any time.

The second edition of this International
Standard is focused on clarification of the
first edition, and has taken due consideration
of the provisions of ISO 9001 to enhance the
compatibility of the two standards for the
benefit of the user community.

For ease of use, the subclause numbers in
Clause 4 of the body of this International
Standard and in Annex A




a v priloze A. Napriklad 4.3.3 a A.3.3 se
zabyvaiji cili, cilovymi hodnotami a
programem(-y) a 4.5.5 a A.5.5 se zabyvaji
internimi audity. Kromé toho pfiloha B uvadi
Sirsi technické vztahy mezi 1ISO 14001:2004 a
ISO 9001:2000 a obracené.

Existuje zasadni rozdil mezi touto mezinarodni
normou, ktera popisuje pozadavky na systém
environmentalniho managementu organizace,
a ktera mize byt pouzita pro
certifikaci/registraci a/nebo pro vlastni
vyhlaseni v organizaci zavedeného systému
environmentalniho managementu a dalSimi
smeérnicemi, podle nichZ nelze certifikovat a
které maiji organizacim poskytnout zakladni
pomoc pfi vytvareni, zavedeni nebo vylepSovani
systému environmentalniho managementu.
Environmentalni management zahrnuje celou
fadu otazek, vCetné téch, které ovliviuji strategii
a konkurenceschopnost podniku. Prokazani
Uspésného zavedeni této mezinarodni normy
mdZe organizace pouzit k tomu, aby ujistila
zainteresované strany, ze pouziva odpovidajici
systém environmentalniho managementu.

Navod k vyuziti riznych metod environmentalniho
managementu je uveden v jinych
mezinarodnich normach, zvlasté v normach
tykajicich se environmentalniho managementu
vytvorenych ISO/TC 207. Jakékoli odkazy na jiné
mezinarodni normy jsou pouze pro informaci.

MevLstalé Zlepsmani

Continugl Trproverrert

have been related. For example, 4.3.3 and
A.3.3 both deal with objectives, targets and
programme(s), and 4.5.5 and A.5.5 both deal with
internal audit. In addition, Annex B identifies
broad technical correspondences between ISO
14001:2004 and I1SO 9001:2000 and vice
versa.

There is an important distinction between this
International Standard, which describes the
requirements for an organization's
environmental management system and can
be used for certification/registration and/or
selfdeclaration of an organization's
environmental management system, and a
non-certifiable guideline intended to provide
generic assistance to an organization for
establishing, implementing or improving an
environmental management system.
Environmental management encompasses a full
range of issues, including those with strategic
and competitive implications. Demonstration
of successful implementation of this
International Standard can be used by an
organization to assure interested parties
that an appropriate environmental
management system is in place.

Guidance on supporting environmental
management techniques is contained in other
International Standards, particularly those on
environmental management in the documents
established by ISO/TC 207. Any reference to
other International Standards is for information
only.

4

Ffezkourreni vedenim

EtwiranrrertAn politika
Envitiaryrertal ooy

Manacerment rovien Plarari
Hanning
Konirola Faredeni a provoz
i Jrpierrertation
Checking and coeration

Obrazek 1 - Model systému
environmentalniho
Mmanagementu pro tuto
mezinarodni normu

Figure 1 - Environmental management
systém model for this
International Standard



POZNAMKA Tato mezinarodni norma je zaloZena
na metodologii znamé jako Planuj-Déle-
-Kontroluj-Jednej (PDCA). Metodologii PDCA Ize

ve strucnosti popsat takto:

- Planuj: stanov cile a procesy nezbytné k dosazeni
vysledkd v souladu s environmentalni politikou
organizace.

- Délej: uplathuj procesy.
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NOTE This International Standard is based on the
methodology known as Plan-Do-Check-Act
(PDCA). PDCA can be briefly described as
follows:

- Plan: establish the objectives and processes
necessary to deliver results in accordance with the

organization's environmental policy.
- Do: implement the processes.

- Kontroluj: monitoruj a mér procesy ve vztahu k
environmentalni politice, cildm, cilovym hodnotam,
pozadavkdm pravnich predpisti a dalsim pozadavkim a
poddvej zpravy o vysledcich.

- Jednej: provadéj opatfeni pro neustdlé zlepSovani
vykonnosti systému environmentalniho managementu.

Mnoho organizaci fidi své ¢innosti pomoci
systému procesi a jejich vzajemnym
plsobenim, coz miiZze byt nazvano
~procesnim pristupem®. 1ISO 9001 podporuje
pouziti procesniho pristupu. Jelikoz
metodologie PDCA se midze pouZit na
vSechny procesy, jsou obé metodologie
povazovany za slucitelné.

Tato mezinarodni norma obsahuje pouze ty
pozadavky, které mohou byt objektivné
proverovany. Organizace, které potrebuji
vSeobecnéjsi navod v radé dalSich otazek
spojenych se systémy environmentalniho
managementu jsou odkazovany na ISO
14004.

Tato mezinarodni norma nestanovuje absolutni
pozadavky na environmentalni profil nad
ramec v environmentalni politice obsazenych
zavazkl byt ve shodé s platnymi pozadavky
pravnich predpisd a jinymi poZzadavky, které se
na organizaci vztahuji a zavazk{ k prevenci
znecisténi a k neustalému zlepSovani. Tak
mohou dveé organizace zabyvajici se
podobnymi innostmi, avsak s odliSnym
environmentalnim profilem, obé splfiovat
pozadavky této mezinarodni normy.

- Check: monitor and measure processes against
environmental policy, objectives, targets, legal and
other requirements, and report the results.

- Act: take actions to continually improve
performance of the environmental management
system.

Many organizations manage their
operations via the application of a system of
processes and their interactions, which can be
referred to as the "process approach®. 1ISO 9001
promotes the use of the process approach. Since
PDCA can be applied to all processes, the two
methodologies are considered to be compatible.

This International Standard contains only
those requirements that can be objectively
audited. Those organizations requiring more
general guidance on a broad range of
environmental management system issues
are referred to ISO 14004.

This International Standard does not establish
absolute requirements for environmental
performance beyond the commitments, in the
environmental policy, to comply with applicable
legal requirements and with other
requirements to which the organization
subscribes, to prevention of pollution and to
continual improvement. Thus, two
organizations carrying out similar operations
but having different environmental
performance can both conform to its
requirements.



Systematické vyuZzivani a zavedeni fady metod
environmentalniho managementu muize prispét
k dosaZeni optimalnich vysledkd pro vsechny
zainteresované strany. Prijeti této mezinarodni
normy vSak samo o sobé nemUze zajistit
dosazeni optimalnich environmentdlnich
vysledkd. V zajmu dosazeni
environmentalnich cild mdze systém
environmentalniho managementu vést
organizaci k tomu, aby vzala v Gvahu
zavedeni nejlepSich dostupnych technik tam,
kde je to vhodné a ekonomicky Unosné, a aby
pIné zvazila nakladovou efektivnost takovych
technik.

Tato mezinarodni norma neobsahuje
pozadavky na jiné systémy managementu,
jako jsou systémy pro management jakosti,
management bezpeCnosti a ochrany zdravi pfi
praci, finan¢ni management nebo
management rizik, prestoze jeji prvky mohou byt
pfifazeny nebo integrovany s prvky téchto
jinych systém{ managementu. Pro organizaci
je mozné upravit svdj (své) stavajici systém(-
y) s cilem vytvoreni systému
environmentalniho managementu, ktery je v
souladu s pozadavky této mezinarodni normy.
Je vSak treba zdUraznit, Ze pouziti rlznych
prvkl systému managementu se mze lisit v
zavislosti na zamysSleném Ucelu a zapojenych
zainteresovanych stranach.

Urovef podrobnosti a komplexnosti systému
environmentalniho managementu, rozsah
dokumentace a pro néj vyclenéné prostredky
zavisi na mnozstvi faktord, jako je rozsah
systému, velikost organizace a povaha jejich
¢innosti, vyrobkl a sluzeb. To se mlze tykat
zvlasté malych a stredné velkych podnikd.
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The adoption and implementation of a
range of environmental management
techniques in a systematic manner can
contribute to optimal outcomes for all
interested parties. However, adoption of this
International Standard will not in itself guarantee
optimal environmental outcomes. In order to
achieve environmental objectives, the
environmental management system can
encourage organizations to consider
implementation of the best available
techniques, where appropriate and where
economically viable, and fully take into
account the cost - effectiveness of such
techniques.

This International Standard does not include
requirements specific to other management
systems, such as those for quality,
occupational health and safety, financial or
risk management, though its elements can be
aligned or integrated with those of other
management systems. It is possible for an
organization to adapt its existing management
system(s) in order to establish an
environmental management system that
conforms to the requirements of this
International Standard. It is pointed out,
however, that the application of various
elements of the management system might
differ depending on the intended purpose
and the interested parties involved.

The level of detail and complexity of the
environmental management system, the extent
of documentation and the resources devoted
to it depend on a number of factors, such as
the scope of the system, the size of an
organization and the nature of its activities,
products and services. This may be the case
in particular for small and medium-sized
enterprises.




